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GREETINGS TO ALL YOU EMIL DEVOTEES.... 


We were delighted that Emil finally 
followed instructions and actually 
completed an assignment as per our 
expressed wishes...even scarier, Emil did 
all of this without the usual cadre of 
complicated hassles, a string of random 
complaints and most mysteriously, there 
was not even a single, not one 
unreasonable request(s) or questionable 
billing(s)... 

This may, very well turn out to be the 
end of civilization as we have grown to 
know...and, fondly adhered to... 

Maybe, the Mayans truly did know all 
about this quantum disruption in the 
accepted, universal order but, they ended 
up getting the year wrong...reasonable 
excuse, given the fluid nature and 
progression of Emil’s descent into his self 
described status as a “Born Again Pagan.’ 
Could you feel it energy reverberate all 
throughout the force? 

We surely did! 

On the other hand, why look a gift from 
the gods and not being Emil, I am rather 
hesitant to challenge what fate has left 
on our door stop...Emil even paid the 
correct postage... 

Otherwise, we are pleased to present this 
month’s edition. 
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Seine LaGone 


BACK TO SINGAPORE... 


I always seem to end up back here 
whenever there is a real need to clear my 
head, regroup with a deep concern over 
my need to seriously consider future 
options...seeing that I am very quickly 
running out of “safe” ports-in-a- 
storm...even the simple issue of travel 
transit through major airports is starting 
to become a giant hassle and an issue at 
a growing number of airports... 

No! IT am not on the “No Fly” list! 

Seems that I am not important enough 
to rank this status but, I have been 
deported, detained or refused entry to a 
growing list of major countries in the 
region...I did ask! 

Normally, I would venture that it is time 
to “get-out-of-town” but, I have nowhere 
left to go...at least, that I can easily get 
to. 

Hopefully, I shall get paid then I can 
gladly pay my landlady for this over- 
priced, walk-in closet she so glowingly 
referenced in her advert as a charming, 
deluxe suite...down here in the north-end 
of Little India... 

Think that I will go eat at the Mexican 
Food Cafe down the street (good fish 
tacos...not quite Baja Style but close 
enough for Singapore, I guess?) and then 
back to my flat to watch the mp4 
download of the new episode of the 
Walking Dead.. 
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Note: 


Sadly, it still seems that I am still on the 
“no entry” list according to a friend at the 
Korean Embassy here in Singapore... 
They actually made a point of, they 
openingly mentioned that this is one of 
the bigger downside to being physically 
deported from the country... 

Over what was truly...overall it now 
seems rather humorist, a simple manner 
of social (cultural) misunderstanding(s)... 
Seems like a rather bad joke gone 
terribly a rye... 

And, it seems that they are still not 
willing to forgive nor forget... 

So, it is now one year and at least, I am 
counting...seems that they aren't! 

Then, throw in my most recent adventure 
(six week detention) in Hong Kong and I 
am surprised that my travel 
accommodations have not been sorely 
reduced to a random collection of old 
tramp (coastal) steamers, pirate ships 
and/or human smugglers. 

But, that’s not the issue that needs to be 
addressed and I will take a deep breathe 
and let it all fade away... 

We were talking about the world famous, 
Wat Po in Bangkok and one of my 
favorite places to just go and sit in the 
Shade while watching the world slowly 
slip away...always quiet and peaceful or 
at least it once was. 
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“RANDOM THOUGHTS AND 
IMPRESSIONS ON A RECENT 
WAT PO TRIP” 

Wat Po has always been a must stop, 
every time that I came through 
Bangkok...it was always a simpler, more 
subdue version of the Grand Palace 
Complex and I could always find a shady 
spot to quietly meditate and free myself 
of a few of my inner demons...but, no 
more! 

What a change! ?! 

The Wat has gone off the deep end and is 
now all touristy and you are even greeted 
by a giant Disneyland-like, welcoming, 
flower bed that literally says “Welcome to 
Wat Po” spelled out in proper English with 
a colorful collection of springtime flowers 
and is overtly surrounded by souvenir, gift 
shops, fortune tellers and a rather handy, 
7/11 style convenience store. 

No longer are there the traditional sea of 
touts hustling massage oils, amulets, 
unofficial tours with the claimed ability to 
intercede on your behalf with the 
numerous ghosts that call Wat Po their 
retirement home (kind of miss all of 

them as they were pushy but, they were 
rather colorful with a given ability to 
weave a great ghost story for the mere 
cost of a special amulet or massage oil). 
They have been all replaced by pre- 
recorded, Walkman tours and gift shops... 
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“RANDOM THOUGHTS AND 
IMPRESSIONS ON HOW TO GET TO 
WAT PO" 


Bangkok is for the experienced 
traveler or an equally, seasoned 
expat, an easy city to get about in. 
But, for the new visitor, the city can 
swallow you properly and quickly 
without ever loosing the smirky 
smile that is always glued to its face. 
The city is crisscrossed with a large 
number of subways, lite rails, buses 
and even boats that can speed you 
(not really in a time management 
sense) across the city. 

The secret to being successful in 
getting-about, is that you previously 
know where you are going and 
preferably, have already made the 
trip before...in this case, you are a 
seasoned, “OG” Traveler (Old 
Gangster) and will enjoy your stay. 
The best insider tip that | can pass 
along is don’t call Wat Po by this 
name and if you do, you will get 
blank stares and shrugged shoulders 
fi if as “Wat Po” is not the temple 

f ’ Yi oe complex’s officially or commonly 

if . A, known name. 
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“RANDOM THOUGHTS AND 
IMPRESSIONS ON HOW TO GET TO 
WAT PO" 


If you have done your basic travel 
homework then you will already 
know that the official name of Wat 
Po is Wat Phra Chetuphon Wimon 
Mangkhalaram 
Rajwaramahawihan... 

(Thai: JawswawuINasNMaisNsie 
INU1IN79) 

If you are a true Bangkok Newby, 
please make a small card with where 
you want to go written or printed in 
Thai. 

This way you can share with tuk-tuk 
drivers, bus conductors and/or if you 
are the type of person who has 
always depended upon the kindness 
of strangers...you can use it to get 
random assistance from people on 
the street. 

Also, grab several business cards 
from your hotel to take with you as 
you need to get back at the end of 
the day. 

Bangkok transportation systems are 
for the most part hassle free and 
cheap if you know where you are 


going. 


“RANDOM THOUGHTS AND 
IMPRESSIONS ON HOW TO GET TO 
WAT PO" 


As | explained you can go by bus, 
taxi, tuk-tuk, boat and if you area 
true one percenter, helicopters are 
available at a price...which is not as 
unreasonable as it might at first 
sound... 

Back in the early 1990’s, when | had 
the pleasure of working with what 
would become the Jewelry Trade 
Center Management Group, traffic 
was so bad that a normal 20 minute 
ride in from the airport had become 
a three hour adventure of frustration 
or four hours, if general so-or-so or 
someone, rich or important (in those 
days, the two terms were very 
interchangeable) was traveling about 
town...if they were, then all normal 
traffic stopped. 

| remember, at the height of rush 
hour, getting off my bus (I was not 
rich and thus, not important), going 
in to eat, see a movie and upon 
returning to the street; | only needed 
to walk half-a-block to get back on 
the same bus...! always thought that 
this was a scam to get people to 
spend more time shopping. 


“RANDOM THOUGHTS AND 
IMPRESSIONS ON HOW TO GET TO 
WAT PO" 


So, in those golden age days of 
“Western Consumerism” gone mad, 
we use to fly people to the Jewelry 
Trade Center in helicopters (20 
minutes from tarmac to the JTC — 
much easier on our business high 
rollers than a four hour taxi drive). 
This was before the revolution in 
freeways, subway and lite (Sky train) 
rail construction and it does make a 
great difference in both traffic and 
more so with air pollution. 
| am assuming, that you are not a 
| high rolling, one percenter so, let me 
Jat review transportation options 
| available to you as a common man 
: (sorry! person) tourist. 
f° Tuk-tuks tend to be the quickest 
ie a means of transportation as you 
negotiate a price beforehand and 
the driver has a momentary 
motivation to get you there as 
quickly as possible as they earn their 
money on a fare-to-fare basis. 
So if you are in a hurry and you don’t 
know the system, this is the way to 
go but, tends to cost you the most. 


“RANDOM THOUGHTS AND 
IMPRESSIONS ON HOW TO GET TO 
WAT PO" 


You will notice that tuk-tuks tend to 
be cued up at major hotels and 
shopping centers. 

The locals refer to this gathering as 
the “Tuk-Tuk” Mafia and you will 
quickly learn why they are referred 
to as this as soon as you approach. 
As a strange and lost looking 
foreigner, a non-Thai speaking 
customer whom they assume is 
wealthy, you learn even more quickly 
about the double pricing standards 
and a 100 Baht ride is now 200 or 
more Baht. 

This might not seem like that much 
as 100 Baht equals out to about 
three buck USD, unless you are a real 
budget traveler. 

If S6 (USD) is reasonable enjoy your 
trip! 

A more serious problem can that 
bite you big time is the fact that 
most drivers tend to be newbies to 
the city themselves and you may 
know more about certain locations 
than them. They have been known 
to drop you in the wrong location if 
they are lost, bored with traffic or if 


“RANDOM THOUGHTS AND 
IMPRESSIONS ON HOW TO GET TO 
WAT PO” 


you didn’t express the correct and 
excited interest in their additional 
tour guide offers or you went as far 
as to insulted them by declining their 
generous offer to take you to the 
cheapest gem shop in the entire city. 
The sales pitch always starts with the 
ice-breaker, “Where you from?” 

The best way to avoid all this and get 
a reasonable fare is to take-a-long a 
friendly Thai Person! 

Taxis are safer, metered and after 
any amount of time out and about in 
the Thai mid-day sun, you will 
appreciate the fact that most cabs 
have functional air conditioning. 
While, most drivers are legit and do 
a good job of getting you to your 
destination at usual about 50% of 
the tuk-tuk fare; there is always the 
rouge driver who will take advantage 
of your lack of city experience to 
take you on a three hour cruise... 

If you have done your prep work and 
you know which stop you need to 
get off at and further, know how to 
get from there to the place you want 
to go...then the subway... 


“RANDOM THOUGHTS AND 
IMPRESSIONS ON HOW TO GET TO 
WAT PO" 


the Sky Train or even the bus will get 
you where you are going at an even 
more reasonable cost. 

If your hotel is near the river or any of 
the major cannels, the easiest and most 
fun way to get to Wat Po is by boat. 
Take the Chao Phraya River Express to 
the , then walk through 
the market and up the short street. 

Wat Po is directly across the 
intersection, on your right. On the left is 
the rear wall of the Grand Palace. 
NOTE: 

Visitors must pay an entrance fee of 100 
Baht (2.60 USD) at any of the booths 
just inside the north, or south, 
entrances. 

Prices for a massage at the temple is 
250 Baht (6.49 USD) for 30 minutes, or 
400 Baht (10.39 USD) for one hour 
massage or a 45 minute foot massage. 
Do remember to dress conservatively 
when visiting the Grand Palace and Wat 
Pho. No shorts, arms should be covered 
and shoes removed when entering 
inside any chapels. Outside in the 
compound dress code is not so Strict. 
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Emil West is in Singapore eee 
imin-@y 


NEW PHOTOS ADDED... 


https://www.flickr.com/photos/emilinsingapore/? 


1.) Like () Comment > Share 


Album More Wat Po Proofs 


faa Emil West added 28 new photos 
me 3mins-Q@y 


More Wat Po Proofs 
23 photos 


Re Add photos/videos 


La 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009382663916 
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MOSCOW 2074 BY EMIL.. CATALOG NEWS! DAY TRIP MOMUMENT BY EMIL WEST that Emil arrived in Siem. Note OR SKETCH to... 
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Seoul 2012 SAMPLER...A TEASER TO... PORCH...YOU CAN'T SEE... ae eee KONG PARIS by EMIL WEST 


13 Views of Downtown Seoul Seoul 2012 ARIZONA: Memories That All the while Wanda's Eyes 4s 4) Fallujah, IRAQ WASHINGTON DC: 


by Emil West Fade Like Photographs Were Watching God cs aoe ‘er AFA 


